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Between Remembering and Forgetting:   
Reckoning with Racialized Transmissions    
The backdrop for this presentation is the recent upsurge in racial violence, such as the murder 
of George Floyd, that underscores the enduring destructiveness of racism and white supremacy 
in the US.  Salberg argues that we are currently witnessing a return of transgenerationally 
transmitted, inherited racial hatred that had been repressed, denied, and refused.  The challenge 
for psychoanalysis is to consider how our theories and praxis keep in place whiteness as the 
unmarked category, a standard benefitting itself that causes the legacy of embedded racism to 
continue to be reproduced.  Transgenerational transmission of racial trauma and the rupturing of 
attachments are examined personally and in a clinical case with a white patient.  
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C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT I O N  I N F O R M AT I O N
LEARNING OBJECTIVES: Participants will be able to (1) identify aspects of transgenerationally transmitted racism for white-identified persons and persons of 
color, (2) describe how to work with white dissociative denial, both within themselves and in their patients, and (3) describe how racism ruptures attachment 
and how to repair these ruptures.

Psychoanalysts: The Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Mental Health 
Practitioners as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed psychoanalysts (#P-0032).

Psychologists: The Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Psychology as an 
approved provider of continuing education for licensed psychologists (#PSY-0163).

Social Workers: The Center for Modern Psychoanalytic Studies is recognized by the New York State Education Department’s State Board for Social Work as an 
approved provider of continuing education for licensed social workers (#SW-0206).

Mental Health Counselors: The Boston Graduate School of Psychoanalysis is recognized by the National Board for Certified Counselors as an approved 
provider of continuing education for licensed mental health counselors (ACEP No. 5676).
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